Transportatiog 


RAILROADER 


For the Western Railfan 





TONOPAH & TIVEWATER RAILROAD GAS-ELECTRIC CAR 99 AND A DEATIi 
VALLEY TOURS VULLIIAN OUT IN THE DESERT. Frasher's, Pomona, Cal, 


NOVEMBER 1951 Issue 145 


Vol. 15, No. 2 











P. O. BOX 668 e 


Francis A, Guido, Editor-Publisher, 


The Western Railroader 
For the Western Railfan 


SAN MATEO, CALIFORNIA 


Meets third Saturday evening of the month 


235 Third Ave., San Mateo, Calif, 


Published monthly - Annual subscription $1.20 - Ten issues for dollar 





Over the Editor’s Trainsheet 


Old timers will recognize the 
Tonopah & Tidewater history from 
our January, 1940 issue. It shou- 
ld further be credited to Railroad 
Boosters, now Pacific Railroad 
Society, who prepared it for the 
ill-fated 1938 excursion that was 
cancelled when a storm damaged 
the line, Thanks also to G. M. 
Best and D. S. Richter for the 
roster and Jack Gibson and John 
Carrick for the pictures, 


HEAR NO, SEE NO, SPEAK NO 





Having been criticized in the 
past we will not print the news 
that the Southern Pacific is 
seeking to raise its special 
coach fares on the "Daylights" 
between Los Angeles and San Fran- 
cisco-Sacramento and that the 
Public Utilities Commission has 
recomended to the S.P. that it 
buy new coaches and RDC's for its 
Sacramento run. We are “true- 
blue" S.P. Boosters and refuse to 


RAILROAD EXCURSIONS 


Cal-Nevada's "Hangtown Express" 
November 4th had 516 passengers on 
board for a record railfan crowd 
for the year. Two shays were need- 
ed on the Camino, Placerville & 
Lake Tahoe, Early this year we 
thought that railfan trips were 
going to be hard to sell, but the 
success of the fall trips gives 
us renewed hope for 1952. 


The Railway Club of ‘Southern 
Cal plans a trip via S.P. to Lone 
Pine December 29-30. Fare will 
be $14 with overnight lodgings ai 
Lone Pine extra, The train will 
connect at’Mojave for Northern Cal 
passengers, Write: Ry Club of So; 
Cal,, P.O. Box-116, Highland Park, 
Los Angeles 42, Calif. 


@ Clubs 


1952 RAILROADIAN CALENDAR 


The Mt Tamalpais & Muir Woods 
Railway is subject of the 1952 











admit that any such things occurred, memorial calendar issued by Rail- 


J. W. BOWKER BACK IN STORAGE 


The Railway & Loco's "J. W. 
Bowker", ex-V&T #21, has been re- 
turned to W.P.'s Oakland round- 
house for the winter after spend- 
ing the summer at the Maritime 
Museum in San Francisco. The 
engine sustained only superficial 
damage during its stay though one 
story was that the local kids had 
40 pounds of steam up one evening 
before being chased away. Plans 
call for a rather substantial 
roundhouse to be built at the 
museum to house historic rail 
equipment. A cable car exhibit 





is planned for the lower floor 
as soon'as the cement bar is 
removed, 





roadians of America. A history 
roster and pictures of this hist- 
Oric line are included in _ this 
poster and calendar. It is for 
sale at 50¢ from Paul Darrell, 
1500 Chanslor Avenue, Richmond, 
California, 


MT&MW 9 SOUGIIT FOR MEMORIAL 


A group of Mill Valley resid- 
ents are trying to secure former 
Mt Tamalpais & Muir Woods engine 
#9 to be set-up as a memorial to 
this historic line in down-town 
Mill Valley. The engine was used 
for many years by Dolbeer & Car- 
son Lumber Company near Eureka and 
is now owned by F. L. Botsford who 
is reported to’be asking $3500.00 
for the engine. Those interested 
in assisting the preject should 
write Mr. Mark Roth, 101 Ralston 
Avenue, Mill Valley, California. 
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The Tonopah and 
Tidewater Railroad 


The Tonopah and Tidewater 
Railroad was incorporated July 
19, 1904, to build from Ludlow, 
Calif., to Tonopah, Nevada. Fi- 
nanced by the Pacific Coast Bor- 
ax Company, it was constructed 
to haul the products of their bor- 
ax mines formerly at Zabriskie, 
to the Union Pacific at Crucero 
and the Santa Fe at Ludlow, as 
well as to tap the boom mining 
region around Tonopah. 

The road was constructed as 
a standard gauge line with 52, 
60, and 65 pound rai? and a maxi- 
mum grade of 1.5 per cent. By 
December 19, 1907, the line had 
been completed as far at Beatty, 
Nevada, 170 miles, but here con- 
struction stopped for competi- 
tion by the Las Vegas and Tono- 
pah and the Bullfrog and Gold- 


field made it impractical to pro-|railroad commissions 


ceed further. 





covery of better fields at Kramer 
on the Santa Fe, between Bar- 
stow and Mojave. After that the 
small gold, silver, iron, etc. mines 
and a dwindling tourist traffic 
remained as the principle source 
of revenue. 

In 1933 the road abandoned 
service, but left the rails down, 
on 27 miles of their line between 
Crucero and Ludlow, severing 
their connection with the Santa 
Fe. This left the present line 
143 miles long from Crucero to: 
Beatty. 

In the middle of 1939, the com- 
| pany decided that the recurring 
| losses could no longer be carried, 
and that the company should sus- 
pend service. Accordingly they 
applied to the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission and the state 
of Cali- 
fornia and Nevada for permission 


In 1918, following the aban-|to abandon service with the un- 
donment of the Las Vegas and/derstanding that the line and 
Tonopah the Tonopah and Tide-| equipment would be kept in ‘ser- 
water acquired control of that) vicable condition so that the line 
part of the Tonopah and Green-)could reopen if conditions war- 


water Railroad west of 


Death | ranted, 
Valley Junction. The Tonopah & 


Leaving Crucero, on the edge 


Greenwater had been organized|of the great Mojave desert, the 
by the L. V. & T. in March, 1907,} line drops down slightly to Rasor 
to connect the Amargosa Borax| where a good supply of potable: 
Works at Greenwater with the] water is located. Baker, the next 
L. V. & T. main line at Gold|stop is an important point on 


Center, south of Beatty. 
About 


the Las Vegas-Boulder Dam high- 


years ago active| way. Continuing a gradual des- 
borax mining was discontinued|cending grade, _ the 


railroad 








in Death Valley due to the dis-|swings into Silver Lake, a tele- 
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Top to bottom: Tonopah & Tidewater 1, 7 and 8 taken at Death 
Valley Junction, January 1, 1940 by Jack Gibson and John Carrick 
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graph station from which pas- 
sengers can see a number of talc 
mines. 


From Silver Lake to Shoshone 


the tracks wind upwards through 


the Amargosa canyon passing 
Biggs, Valjean, Dumont, Sperry, 


‘Tecopa and Zabriskie. This part 


uf the line is the most interesting 
and by far the most scenic. 

The next 26 miles brings the 
railroad to Death Valley Junc- 
tion, at an elevation of 2037 feet. 
‘This is the highest station on the 
line and here the old right of 
way of the Death Valley Rail- 
road can be seen stretching off 
toward the western horizon. 
Looking closely at the yard tracks 
here, marks on the ties tell the 
story that almost the entire yard 
used to be three rail to accom- 
modate the equipment of the 
narrow gauge railroad. Death 
Valley Junction is the headquar- 
ters of the railroad and the Pa- 
cific Coast Borax Co. is using 
its old borax plant here to pro- 
cess clay. 

Crossing the Nevada-California 
state line near Leeland, the road 
drops 700 feet to Beatty, Nevada 
in the Amargosa desert. Beatty 
is an important point on the high- 
way between Northern Nevada 
and Las Vegas, and most of the 
mining activity in this district 
centers there. 


Cyls. Dvs. BP 





The year 1939 brought to the 
railfan news of abandonments 
after abandonments, but perhaps 
the most to be regretted is that 
of the Tonopah and Tidewater. 
Not a short line in length, but in 
the classification of the railfans 
it occupied a spot reserved for 
the most treasured of the short 
lines. 

Railroad Boost- 
ers in Los Angeles tried to ar- 
range an excursion over the line, 
but mother nature stepped in 
with a storm to wash out the 
roadbed. Railfandom was  de- 
nied its chief pleasure, the ex- 
cursion, but interest did not 
wane, 
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No. Type TF Wsht. Builder, Date 
1 4-6-0 19x24 63 180 21,000 124,690 Baldwin, 1895 
7 2-8-0 22x28 55 180 37,690 183,800 Baldwin, 1907 
$ 2-8-0 22x28 55 180 37,690 183,800 Baldwin, 1907 
9 4-6-0 19x26 63 200 25,325 146,500 Baldwin, 1907 
10 4-6-0 19x26 63 200 25,325 146,500 Baldwin, 1907 


99 Gas-electric passenger-express motor. 
In addition the line owns 34 freight cars, 4 passenger cars, and 


12 service cars. 
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idewate take + Death 
Top to bottom: Tonopah & Tidewater 9, 10 and 99 taken a 
Valley Junction, January 1, 1940 by Jack Gibson and John Carrick 
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ROSTER OF LOCOHOTIVES OF TIE TONOPAH & TIDEWATER 


By G. M. Best and D. S. Richter 


1 4-6-0 Baldwin 1894 #14418 


2 2-6-0 Dixon 1883 #454 


3 so far 


4 2-6-0 Baldwin 1906 #29312 
5 2-8-0 Baldwin 1907 #31418 
6 2-8-0 Baldwin 1907 #31419 
7 2-8-0 Baldwin 1907 #31750 
8 2-8-0 Baldwin 1907 #31791 
9 4-6-0 Baldwin 1907 #32292 
10 4-6-0 Baldwin 1907 #32293 








SOUTHERN PACIFIC SCRAPS 


The following S.P. engines 
have been vacated and sold for 
scrap: 

1113 10/3 LA 2578 10/17 LA 
1117 10/17 SF 2785 10/17 Bak 
1183 10/3 Tuc 2921 10/3 SF 
1624 10/17 LA 2952 10/17 Por 
2409 10/17 SF 3204 10/17 Dun 
2419 10/3 Tuc 3238 10/3 SF 
2450 10/3 Tuc 3243 10/17 LA 
2545 10/17 LA 3248 10/3 SF 
2572 10/17 Bak 3302 10/3 Dun 
3310 10/3 SF 3316 10/3 SF 
4386 10/17 Sac 


Also vacated and sold for scrap 
were San Diego & Arizona Eastern 
1 and 26 at Los Angeles during the 
nonth of October. 


WESTERN PACIFIC NOTES 

The W.P. operated two 2l-car 
special trains for the USF-Pacific 
football game November 17th haul- 
ing over 2000 fans from the Bay 
area direct to the stadium which 
adjoins a W.P. spur. 

The Sierra Railroad was report- 
ed from railfan sorses looking - 
over W.P, mallet 203, a 2-6-6-2, 
for possible use on the Sierra, 


W.P. has just finished a new 
motion picture for promotional 
use called "Destination America” 
Which can be secured for showing 
by writing Department of Public 
Relations, 526 Mission St., San 
Francisco, Calif. 








ex-Wisconsin & Michigan #8 
ex-Santa Fe- 856-641-260, scrapped 
ex-Delaware, Lackawanna & Western 
671-85-161, scrapped. 


as is known this number was not assigned. 


sold in 1913 to Santa Maria 
Valley #2,#12, scrapped 1940. 
sold in 1913 to Santa Maria 
Valiey 2nd #1, #15, Scrapped 1933 
sold Pacific Portland Cement Co, 
Auburn, Cal. #6, scrapped. 

sold 1944 to Tonopah & Goldfield 
second #53, scrapped. 

sold Kaiser Steel,-Fontana, Cal. 
converted to 0-8-0, scrapped, 
sold Morrisen &-Knudsen, Fair- 
field, Cal., #9, scrapped 1946 
sold Morrison &-Knudsen, Fair- 
field, Cal. #10, scrapped 1946. 


TWO WESTERN TRAIN WRECKS 


The City of San Francisco ran- 
into the rear of the City of Los 
Angeles, both-eastbound on the 
Union Pacific, at Wyuta about 80 
miles northeast of Salt Lake City 
on November 12th. The accident 
occurred in a blinding snow storm, 

A Northern Pacific diesel-pow- 
ered freight hit the rear of a 
Camas Prairie logging train near 
Lewiston, Idaho on November 12th. 





TEST RUNS ON WESTERN PACIFIC 


Two Weyerhaeuser-Timber Company 
diesel locomotives, numbers 302 
and 303 were tried out in test 
runs on the Western Pacific. The 
1200-h.p. engines were operated 
m. u.- and ran on the Westwood 
local, Portola-Keddie local and 
Oroville-Keddie local, They were 
also run on the Sacramento North- 
ern's Stockton-Pittsburgh run on 
the Santa Fe. - W.P. Mileposts 





NORTHWEST NOTES 

The Lorane Valley Lumber Co, 
at Cottage Grove (formerly Chamb- 
ers) abandoned its railroad early 
in October, 

The Great Northern has purch- 
ased the Pacific Coast-Railroadand 
took over October 31st, but company 
will retain identity. 

New trackage at Portland will 
permit UP transcontental trains 
to operate through to Seattle, 
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ONE OF 25 Be 
NEW STREETCARS 
Now BEING DELivereD 
OYOUR MUNICIPAL RAILWAY ma 


oa 


SAN FRANCISCO MUNICIPAL RAILWAY 1016 being received by Muni 


officials on its-arrival 


in San Francisco, 


It is the first 


of 25 single end, center “entrance” cars now being delivered 


by St Louis Car Company. 


They 


are standard FCC's save for 


the extra’front trolley and center door controls for two-man 


operation, 


Hoped-for one man operation failed to be approved 


by the voters by a very slim margin. Robert Rockwell via Aluni Ry 


Referee Approves Selling Cable Line 


The Federal referee in bank- 
ruptcy has approved the plan of 
the Cal Cable to sell its operat- 
ing properties to the City of San 
Francisco and it is now expected 
that the cables should start run- 
ning sometime between Nov. 20 and 
Dec. 1-=5 months after service 
stopped. 


SALT LAKE CITY NOTiS 

D&G is scrapping its 3700's 
(3700-3709 built in 1958 anda 5710- 
3714 built in 1941), Five have 
been scrapped so far and the rest 
will go as major failures occur, 
They are the line's heaviest and 
newest steam power, 

Knott's Berry Farm near Los 
Angeles has purchased four D&kGw 
narrow gauge passenger cars. They 


ANACONDA STREET RAILWAY END 
SLATED FOR DECEMBER 31, 1951 

The Opportunity line of the 
Anaconda Street Railway Co.ended 
service October 3lsi, and_ the 
Smelter line pictured in the Dec. 
'49 issue of The Western Railroad- 
er will end December 31; 1951 
according to present plans, Thus 
will come to an end street rail- 
way service in the state of Mont- 
ana. 
NEWS FROM FRESNO 

The Soutnern Pacific has 
approved a plan for a Union 
Depot in Fresno---provided tnat 
the city and tne Santa Fe pay 
for whole thing. 
_ the contractor at the Pine 
Flat Dem near Fresno has a rail 
line in operation between the 
gravel pit and gravel plant. A 


went via U.P. 10/3/d1 on fiat cars, ‘iesel switcner is used, 


Fred Fellows 
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